MEMO-Butler Procedures
DATE:                   March 20, 2020
TO:                        Family Attorneys
FROM:                  Judge William Shaffer, Administrative Judge
Judge William Robinson
                              Judge Kelley Streib
 
RE:                        COVID – 19 Procedures
 
 
     In accordance with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s order dated March 19, 2020, effective at the end of business this date until April 3, 2020, all Pennsylvania courts are generally closed to the public with some exceptions limited to emergency matters.  Anticipating that you may have questions regarding procedure, we address the following.
     Custody Trials currently scheduled to occur between now and April 3 will be continued generally.  Our staff will contact you about rescheduling at a later date, and then rescheduling orders will be issued. Custody conciliations scheduled between now and April 3 will be continued, and new scheduling orders will be issued. Equitable Distribution hearings which are scheduled between now and April 3 are continued. Divorce Master Dorothy Petrancosta will contact you to reschedule.
     Hearings on non-emergency matters such as contempt, special relief and enforcement will be continued and rescheduled.  New scheduling orders will be forthcoming.
     Pre-trial/Status Conferences/Judicial Conciliations, if all parties are currently represented by counsel, the conferences may be held via telephone on the current date/time scheduled.  You will receive an email to confirm.  Any which cannot be timely held via telephone will be rescheduled.  Any cases with self-represented parties will be rescheduled, and new scheduling orders will be issued.
     Temporary and Final PFA will be heard by the court.  Tele/Video conferencing will be used when available.  An order will be forthcoming.  Bail hearings on ICC will be heard by the court. 
     Motions Court will be conducted via teleconferencing as needed.  All CONSENTED Motions may be transmitted via fax or email to chambers or to court administration at KSpinett@co.butler.pa.us with the original mailed or filed with the Prothonotary.  CONTESTED Motions may be transmitted via fax or email to chambers or to court administration at KSpinett@co.butler.pa.us with the original mailed or filed with the Prothonotary.  Please remember proper notice is still required to the opposing counsel/party.  The court will make every effort to rule on the motion, but may schedule oral argument via telephone (on the record) or at a later date.  EMERGENCY MOTIONS should be faxed or emailed to chambers or court administration with the original mailed or filed with the Prothonotary after notice is provided to opposing counsel/party, and the court will review the motion to determine if, in fact, it is an emergency.  If it is an emergency, the court will schedule oral argument as soon as is possible via telephone if all parties are represented by counsel, and in person if there are self-represented parties.  If available, all parties may participate via telephone conference (on the record). 
     Support Contempt hearings are continued for April.  Rescheduling orders are forthcoming. 
     DeNovo hearings are continued for April.  Rescheduling orders are forthcoming.
     You may file any support/domestic relations pleading electronically.  Domestic Relations Conferences currently scheduled to occur between now and April 3 are continued.  Rescheduling orders are forthcoming.
     Please make sure that our Administrative Assistants have a phone number where you can be reached.   Please do not correspond in writing or via telephone with the court ex-parte regarding non-administrative matters.
          You may have received the Butler County Court’s Administrative Guidelines for Court Operations During Statewide Judicial Emergency dated March 18, 2020.  The Supreme Court’s order was issued AFTER that Guideline.  To avoid confusion, the procedures outlined in this memo are in conformity with the Supreme Court’s order. Please follow these procedures through April 3, 2020.
     These are general guidelines.  Each judge reserves the right to make decisions on a case-by-case basis so long as they conform to the current order of the Supreme Court and Judge Shaffer’s Administrative Orders dated March 18, 2020.  We appreciate your understanding and cooperation while we manage this healthcare crisis.

